yo — 1 FRY 2 


— . 0 * F «#5 


180 , 
; * 
. " N : 
371 * 
* * * *- I 
. 1 * ON A : 
iD | | | | "4 n S | 
. . - * * . — 0 is f 
5 ; ; : . | | 
„ FAE 
5 . * 5 5 8 f * 


—— 2 — — 


» 


x * 
; | * LULA AA Cots 
: | 


ENTITLED: 


* 
4 
-- 
- 
= 
0 - 
LO 
- 
——— ̃ — 


© ARGUMENTS FOR AND AGAINST AN 0 


- . _ | 
. | 
® 3. 6 8 5 ' | 5 | | 
. 0 of 1 o FL - 4 1 v1 
UNION 4 

- s Ss x 7 <4 5 


GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND; 


＋ : , 1 ; | 
" - x ; 


a oa Conne... £ 


- 


SSRN 


3 | | ; 


* - 
Ty : : a : 
| FRINTED BY WILLIAM PORTER, 69, GRAFTONeSTRERT..- 
WW | 1 « * * * V3,” 5 5 
% 5 / , — LE 5 2 : 
- 7 — - - : * ” 1 27 ; 
2 ' 1798, 9 6 S 1 _—— 


£58 (rates 4 BRITION utrunen.) | 1-4 4 | 


= 


— ———<> 4 


— 6 
4 ” 
* n , 
- » 
- 
4 
* 
P + # 
4 
(FT 1 
* 
1 
. * 
. — 
+ 4 
od * 
* 
4 ” 
i 
* 
4 0 
/ * 
4 "=. 
* 
- d ' 
# 4 
s Ld 
- * 
4 
9 * 
9 
a » 
= 
* 
. os - 
2 
4” 
* * 
* . 
* ” 
1 
* 
* 
— 
4 
. * 
” 
* 
7 


D 


* a Ss; 


 0BSERVATIONS 


* 4 


ON A - 


A PUBLICATION having, lately appeared, un- 
der the title of * Arguments for and againſt a Uni- 
eon between Great Britain and Ireland conſider- 
« ed,” which the public mind was, by a previous 
report, prepared to receive, as the production of a 
gentleman of high official ſituation in this country, 
not only ſanctioned but authoriſed by the govern» | 
ment, as containing a ſtatement of the ſpecific terms 
upon which a Union was intended to be propoſed, 


Il was led by a full conviction of the importance of 


the ſubject, and an anxious ſolicitude for the dear- 
eſt i9tereſts of this country, which it involves, to 


* an attentive, and I hope impartial, peruſal: 
A 2 but 


— 


4 


but what was my ſurpriſe, to find that lo far from | 
ſtating any ſpecific plan of a Union, it diſavows any 


| OT intention, and propoſes only a conſideration of 
he general arguments upon the ſubject, having for 


Its object to prove that the queſtion deſerves a tem- 
perate diſcuſſion ; a fact no man will deny. 


Equally unſkilled in the intrigues of the ſtateſ- 


man, the ſubtilties of the lawyer, and the ſpeculations 


of the merchant, I offer to my countrymen the 


reflections of a plain and humble mind, with the 
ſole view of preventing them from being pre-occu- 


pied by the ſophiſtry of the pamphlet I allude to, 


and. of. inducing them to form and declare their 


opinions upon the ſubject of it, in that decided and 


energetic manner ien the b. ade, of it de- | 


inande. 25 


I am convinced that many abler pens will be em- 


ployed in the diſcuffion of this ſubject; but if the 


ſenſe of the miſchiefs with which his country is 
threatened, I ſhall conſider this, my firſt intruſion 
upon the public, as pardonable. 


following ſheets ſhall awaken a ſingle Iriſhman to a 


Though the pamphlet profeſſes to be a Aiſpaſiion- 5 
ate enquiry into the merits of the arguments on 


beth ſides, yet that the author is the advocate of the 


Britiſh. government in favour of a Union, is too 


obvious to be. miſtaken : I ſhall however ſuppoſe 


5 
that it really is what d profeſſes to be, and ſhall. 
endeavour to ſhew the gen- of the n on. 
Which it relies. . | 
The arguments | adduced in he of a dans 
by the author of the pamphlet, mer] be called under 
o heads 
Firſt—Thoſe deduced: from the evil under ne 
this country at preſent labours. 0 
| Secondly—Thole ariſing from the beneſits likely 
to reſult to it from a Union with Great Britain. 
With reſpect to the firſt: The ills which have 
already fallen upon, and which ſtill impend over, 
this ill-fated land, the civil and religious diſcontents, 
the jealouſies and diſturbances, the conſpiracies, the 
inſurrections, and the rebellions which (to uſe the 
words of the pamphlet) have diſgraced us, are im- 
putable, not (as the author of the pamphlet aſſerts) 
to our defects in civilization and policy, but to the 
mal adminiſtration of the government; and I hold 
it unfair in the author of the pamphlet, to reſort to 
them as an argument, until he has firſt traced them 
to their ſource, and proved them to originate from 
the relative fituation of the two countries and 
not from the intrigues of the Britiſn cabinet, 
which have been calculated to foment thoſe diſ- 
contents, to excite thoſe jealouſies, to connive 
At ala inſurrections, and ſinally, to amneſtiſe 
| thoie 


— rr 
; ! 


* 
. 


thoſe rebellions, for the pgrpoſe of promoting 
N their favourite, and now avowed, object. But—I 
vill endeavour to follow the author * the n 


through his arguments. 
The Sabines (ſays the author) fs longer able to 
maintain themſelves: againſt the power of Rome, 


relinquiſhed their independence and by their Union 


| laid the foundation of Roman greatneſs *. . 


It is evident, that no analogy can exiſt between | 


the relative ſituation of the Romans and Sabines, 


and that of Great Britain and Ireland ; the former 
were governed by diſtin& and diſſimilar govern- 
ments, and at war with each other ; the latter are 
on terms of amity, and their executive government 
is the ſame. If he conſiders this as a conquerel 


nation, unable to. maintain itſelf againſt the power 


of Great Britain, and would wiſh to unite them, in 


order to lay the foundation of Britiſh greatneſs, 


(which is perhaps nearer the truth than he would 


chooſe to acknowledge) he is then driven to the ne- 


ceſſity of abandoning the flattering theory of a 


Union, upon fair and equitable terms. 


The arguments drawn from the Heptarchy, are 
totally inapplicable to lreland. Let us conſider 


thoſe drawn from Scotland. 


» Page 3. 
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| K will; 1 believe; be admitted, that with reſpe& to 
| agriculture, arts, manufactures, and commerce, 
chis kingdom is in a much more forward and flou- 

5 riming ſtate at this day than Scotland, notwithſtand. 

ing all the advantages ſhe is ſuppoſed to have deriv- 

ed from the Union, which has now exiſted near 4 

century. Can then any argument drawn from the 

| Nate of Scotland at the time of the Union, be appli- 
| cable to this country at preſent ? "Beſide, Ireland 
now enjoys the full benefit of the laws and conſtitu- 
tion of Great Britain, from which Scatland* was 
excluded before the Union. 
But there are two circumſtances, which" the au- 
thor of the pamphlet, notwithſtanding his affedtation 
of candour, has thought it prudent to paſs over in 
ſilence; and which, in my mind, completely over. | 
turns all analogy between Scotland and Ireland. 

PFirſt— That the hand of nature has fixed the ſta 

as a boundary between Great Britain and this coun- 

try, as if to mark the N e being inde- | 
pendent of each other. 

-  Secondly—That one of the ehief argumente in 
favour of the Union between England and Scot- 
land, namely, that it would prevent the poſſibility | 

ry of the ts kingdoms being governed by different + 

monarchs, (and which muſt have been the caſe, had 
the iſſue of Jamey the Second failed before the Uni-, 


on) 


* 
7 


on, ) cannot apply to Ireland the crown of 18 is 
inſeparably united to that of Great Britain. 
Another argument in favour of the policy of a 
Unjon between Great Britain and Ireland, is drawn 
from the example of France; an example. loudly 
and inceflantly reprobated by every member of the 
Britiſh government, and reſerved for the author of 
the pamphlet to cite as an object of imitation! _ - 
In enumerating the diſadvantages attendant upon 
4 the exiſtence of ſeparate legiſlatures, in two indepen- 
dent kingdoms, under the ſame ſovereign, the au- 
_ thor of the pamphlet ms uſe, of the ning 
| words 9 
Fo The ſovereign: 225 reſide. in one of 90 * 
4 doms: there would of courſe be the metropolis 
1 of the empire; there would be the real ſeatof the 


15 government; thence would flow all the counſels; 


« and thither would -reſort thoſe who wiſhed for 
4 favour and emolument. The kingdom where 
© the monarch. did not reſide, not having the ori- 

<« gination of all counſals and meaſures, and having 
* much of its rents carried away by abſentees, 
* would be in a perpetual ſtate of jealouſy and diſ- 
*© content, and being ſeparate in all reſpects but in 
the individual perſon of the, monarch, would be 
n prey to foreign faction; and an empire thus 


* 
Page 10. « compoſi 
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* compoſed could never be in a ſtate of full ſecu- * 


& rity, for there ever could be a certainty that all 

parts of it would purſue the ſame ſyſtem,” To 
Ian ſtill to learn, which of the miſchiefs ſtated - 
inthe foregoing paragraph, as ariſing from the pre- 


ſent conſtitution of this country, would be removed, 
or even mitigated, by a Union. Would the metropo- 
lis of the empire, or the real ſeat of the government, 
be fixed i in Ireland? Would the councils of the em- 
pire originate there? Would Dublin be reſorted to 
by the candidates for courtly favour or emolument ? 


0 Would jealouſy and diſcontent be removed by a re- 


duction of the abſentee liſt ? Would the intrigues 
of foreign. faction be diſcouraged and defeated, by 
| the ſuperior vigilance and promptitude of a legiſla- 

ture, reſident in, and occupied by the concerns of 


tainty « of an identity of intereſt be extended to the 
whole empire, as would give complete and * 
nent ſecurity? _ 


Having taken a view of the dle ated 
by the pamphlet, to attend the preſent conſtitution of 


this country, let us now conſider the advantages 
which it ſuppoſes likely to reſult from the adoption 
of a Union, upon fair and equitable principles. | 


* 


” , "ok - a 
2 e The 
5 fo 


another kingdom? or in fine—would ſuch a ce. 


" 


» : 


. 
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+ * « The monarch would remain in England a as 
« at preſent: the abſentee. proprietors of land | 


9 might encreaſe.” .* 


That they m do ſo, no. man "ot be hardy. 


i enough to deny: but indeed. the author's candour 


is equally conſpicuous in this admiſion, as in his 
ſtatement that, near one million of the rents of the 
kingdom are annually exported to the abſentees, 


| when it is notorious that they amount to conſidera- 
bly above t millions. | | 


| 


London, as at preſent, would be the general te- 


* « & ſort for buſineſs, for advancement, for pleaſure.” 


Here again the author's candour. is conſpicuous : 


Cant it be doubted that London mult. be "cy. mort 
reſorted to than at preſent? 


* But the Britiſh cabinet would receive a mixture 
4 of Iriſhmen, and the councils of- the Britiſh par- 
< liament would be much influenced by the 22 


e and ability of the Iriſh members.” 


1 


The Britiſh cabinet has already, at different pe- 


riods received a mixture of Iriſhmen, nor have 


Iriſh members of weight and ability been wanting 


in the Britiſh Parliament; and can it be conceiyed 


that what the efforts of thoſe men, aided by a free 
and independent (and therefore a bold and ſpirited) 


legiſlature in this country, were unable to attain, 


„Page 15. 
can 


„ 1 | 
can be accompliſhed by a handful of Pl "FT 
mercenaries, -who having already bartered their 
own honour, and the rights of the people they. 
miſrepreſent, will conclude the infamous traffic by s 
ſelling even their political reverfion,” 
All our party conteſts v ould be transferred to 
„ Great Britain; Britiſh faction would ceaſe to 
.® operate here; there would be no | jealouſy of 
* Britiſh influence on the cabinet or, parliament.“ 

This, if true, ſerves only to remind us of Har- 
lequin, who propoſed curing the woun pe * 
cutting off the patient's head. 

There would be no claſing of diſtin in- 
« tereſts, NO FEAR OF IRELAND BECOMING Too 
* POWERFUL ro of a Ph Po 
I am inclined to think that the author of the 
pamphlet, (notwithſtanding that portion of poli- 
tical ſagacity which he is allowed to poſſeſs): has 
here inadvertently diſcovered the true and. go- 
verning principle by which Great Britain is de- | 
termined to promote an Union. But I would aſk 
him, what he means by“ no fear of Ireland be- 
coming too powerful to govern ?” — Does he 2 
mean that Great Britain would then have ſuch an 
entire aſcendancy in the councils and legiſlature of - - 
che nation, and that Ireland would be To degraded . 
and ſunk in political conſequence, that ſie would 

| B : | not 


— —— — — 
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not dare to telt any modes "Shich Great Britain 
might chooſe. to adopt, and muſt tamely ſubmit 
not only to be governed by her, but to be governed 


in any manner, however F wt ſhe | 


might diate * 2— 


France could no longer ſpeculate on "hs na- 


(4 ture of our diſtinct government and parliament, 


“ and hope to ſeparate the kingdom in fact from 


Great Britain, as it is already ſeparated in 


60 theory.“ 
If a parliament, cooling of three hundred | 


members, reſident in and deriving their ſupport 
from this kingdom, could not, by their influence 


and exertions, counteract the effect of French ſpe- 
culations, can it be ſuppoſed that the ſhadow of a 


parliament, reſident in another country, and look- 
ing to that country alone for honour and emolu- 
ment, could accompliſh it ? Beſide it is notorious, 


that the firſt effects of thoſe ſpeculations were vi- 
ſible on the eſtates of abſentee proprietors, and of 
courſe their influence might be expected to * 
pace with the encreaſe of abſentees. 

The cultivation, the improvement of Ireland, 
« like that of Scotland, would be peculiarly at- 
< tended to, as the encreaſe of our wealth, con- 


& ſequence, * and power, muſt tend to en- 


ü | NR 66 creaſe 


13 
«Gale the Lenden of the . not to . 
l © danger it,” 1 b 

The comparative 47 of Scotland i in arts, 


commerce, and manufactures, forbad all jealouſ/ 


of her as a rival, and therefore was her improve- 
ment peculiarly attended to; but as ſo long ſince as 
the reign of King William, England not only re- 
garded this country with a jealous eye, but actually 
_ - forced her to relinquiſh her then ſtaple manufac- 
ture, giving her in return that, which the perſever- 
- Ing induſtry. of her people has fince brought to 
perfection; ſo we may fairly conclude, that 
every meaſure tending to encourage the manufac. 
tures, or promote the trade of the country, would 
be conſidered as claſhing with the intereſt of Great 
Britain, to whom (to uſe the author's own words) 
a preference will be always given.” 
From the foregoing view it is evident, that the 
_ propoſed meaſure of an Union would neither, on 
the one hand remedy the diſadvantages ſtated by 


the pamphlet to attend the preſent conſtitution' ß 


this country; nor, on the other, produce the ad- 


vantages which the 1 has * to brad | 
from i it. : 


The author of the N. ſays, in page 12, 
chat « the intereſts of England muſt ever prepon- 
| 6 * derate, 
* Page 142. BAI 
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&« derate, a preference will be always given to her.” 
Ion I am at a loſs. to conceive how that poſition | 
is reconcileable with his aſſertion in page 39, _ 
| that an Union will place the Iriſh merchant upon 

- « an equality with the Britiſh, and he will be cer g 
« tain to enjoy for: ever the ſame privileges, pro- 
e teQtions, regulations, bounties, &c. —If the 
former of theſe poſitions be true, an Union upon 
fair and equitable terms is not attainable; if the 
N latter, it preſuppoſes either that all rivalſhip- be- 
tween the two kingdoms i in trade and manufactures 
muſt ceaſe, which ean only be produced by the 
entire extinction of them in this country, or that 
the Britiſh pazliament, with an unexampled libe- 
rality, would prefer the intereſt of this country to 
that of Great Britain. 

The author of the pamphlet n 3 ſo 
<« long as the Iriſh Parliament ſhall remain free 
and independent, it muſt be ſubject to the ca- 

a bals of Britiſh party,” that is, in other words, 
that ſo long as an Iriſh parliament, conſiſting of 
three hundred members, ſhall continue to ſit in 

this kingdom, for the purpoſe of legiſlating for 

this kingdom, ſo long the Britiſh miniſter may 
find it impoſſible utterly to, extinguiſh all public 
ſpirit; a latent ſpark will ſtill be found to warm 
ſome 


8 "Pit 14. 


3 
ſome boſoms, "which Fequires only the according 
breath of a people determined to be free, to kindle 


na flame ſufficient to conſume the proudeſt fabric 


of deſpotiſm ; but ſhould the independence of our 
legiſlature be once relinquiſhed, the few-miſerable 
repreſentatives of our degradation, aliens from 
their wretched country, and drawn within the vor- 
tex of the Britiſh miniſter, could, without difficulty, - 
be prevailed upon to forfeit even the ſemblance of 
patriotiſm, forgetful of the intereſts of that ,un. 
happy country, which, in ſubmitting to ſuch mea- 
ſures, had forgot itſelf. | IL. 

The fallacy of the argu ments founded on the 
conſtitution of the United States of America, is 
too palpable to require expoſure : but I own it 
ſurpriſes me, that the author ſhould venture to in- 
traduce ſuch argyments as might lead the mind to 
the contemplation of a free government, and of 


5 the bleſſings it produces; > à train of thinking, 


which muſt militate moſt powerfully n the 
cauſe he wiſhes to promote. 

With reſpe& to thoſe arguments founded the-dif- | 
ference of religious opinions between the Proteſtants 
and Roman Catholics in this country, Ithall only ob- 
ſerve,,that the author-is well aware of the policy of 
the maxim, divide et impera,” and-adducesthofe 


arguments in proſecutiqn of the ſyſtem, already but 


too 


Py 


too — practiſed by a Britiſh govern- 
ment wich reſpect to this country. J truſt, how. 
1 ever, that the period is not far diſtant, when an 
union of Iriſhmen will take place, when every 
cazgain ion, but that of country, will be forgotten, 

| and the people, no longer | the dupes of thoſe in- - 

_ -- ſidious. arts which have been practiſed to diſunite 
them, will, with one voice, aſſert their rights; 3 
ſuch an effort muſt be Tucceſsful, it muſt be irre- 

| fſtible ! even the author of the Pamphlet Ne 
it, ® 
The author has, with 5 ingenuity, cad 

1. voured to conciliate, where he cannot convince, 

| and, with the ſuppleneſs of a courtier, has addre. 

| ſed himſelf to each religious ſe& in turn, expa- 

| |  tiating upon the advantages which it muſt exclu- 

ol | tively derive from.an Union : but he hes aſſumed a 
fact neither admitted nor proved; namely, that 

. complete ſecurity of all rights and property muſt 

flow- to this country from an Union: on this af- 

ſumption moſt of his arguments depend, and by 

| diſproving this, (which I have already r 

1 - to do) muſt they fall. | | 

| By ſtating that the chief oppoſition to an Union | 
is likely to ariſe from the Bar t, the author of the 
I has furniſhed one of the moſt deciſive 

1 1 . arguments 5 Pp 
| i ® Page 49- ,-. ha. 2 


4 5 3 
nn againſt the propriety of the A yy 


ke Bar here is on a footing entirely different 


2 it is the general cuſtom in 
this country to educate every commoner of rank 
and fortune to that profeſſion; it may therefore be 


fairly eſtimated to poſſeſs one ſixth of the property, 


and three fourths of the talents and-information of | 


the country, with a {till greater proportion of legal 
and conſtitutional knowledge, and therefore its 


oppoſition to any public meaſure mult be conſidered, 
(as it always has been, and as the author is aware 
it will be in the preſent inſtance) deciſive evidence 


2 * the evil tendency of that meaſure. 


IT be author ſtates “, that tis ſaid ſome leaditg 
E — the Bar approve of a Union; and ar- 
gues, that as aged and experienced characters are as 
liable to political temptations as the virtuous arend- 
cy of youth, and as they cannot be ſwayed by pri- 
vate intereſt, heir opinion ſhould outweigh that of 
the younger part oſ the profeſſion. The author here 
aſſumes two facts; firſt, that age is as liable to po- 
litical temptation as youth, and next, that no in- 
tereſted motive operates upon the characters he al- 
ludes to ;—the former I deny, unleſs by * political 
+© temptation” he means the temptation of ava- 
de which [ am inclined to think meets his idea 
Bs . with 
Page 36. 
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with regard to the latter, as the author only ſtates 
the opinions of thoſe aged and experienced charac- 
ters from hear-ſay, and as perhaps they would wiſh 
to conceal even from themſelves the motives which 
influence thoſe opinions, 1 think the author i is not 
warranted in the concluſions he draws. . | 

It is ſaid, that by a Unian'a preference would be 
inſured for ever in the Engliſh markets, to the Iriſh 
| linens and corn *. 
We may argue from experience, AS the ther ; 
| himſelf furniſhes me with an authority + for ſaying, 
"that an argument from experience in political rea- 
ſoning, 1s ſuperior to any argument in theory) that 
Great Britain would not conſider herſelf bound to 
this country, by any agreement that might militate 
againſt her intereſt: and it is not to be ſuppoſed, 
that the Britiſh miniſter, whoſe very exiſtence de- 
pends upon the monied intereſt of that country, 
would heſitate to ſacrifice to it the rights of this, 
degraded as it would be by a Union to the ſtate of a 
deſpicable Province. And here, as a proof of that 
bberality which characteriſes Great Britain in all 
tranſactions relating to this country, let me advert 
to the treatment experienced by thoſe miſerable 
ſufferers, who, on a recent occaſion, yielding to the 
— neceſſity of the times, abandoned their 


5 Tag 28, 38, and 42. 
property 
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1 property and habitations, to ſeek protection from 
Great Britain. As fellow-men, as fellow-ſubjects, 

and in diſtreſs, they had a claim upon the humanity, 


upon the benevolence of the Britiſh nation but how 


ſtrongly, how irreſiſtibly was that claim enforced 
by the conſideration, that the misfortunes under 
which they groaned were incurred by an attach- 
ment to the Britiſh government, that ih 'i#s caufe 
their laſt hopes were facrificed ! !—Yet «in what 
manner were they received? How was their attach- 
ment rewarded ? To ſome few perhaps, a churliſh 
and temporary relief was extended; while the re- 
mainder were ſuffered to languiſh under the com- 
plicated miſeries of poverty and exile, aggravated | 
by the itupid and impertinent curioſity, or the in- 
ſulting pity of the ſelfiſh and unfeeling ! Such, my 

countrymen, is the liberality of Great Britain ſueh 
the nation in whoſe honour and whoſe 22 we are 
implicitly to confide ! 
Wich tegard to the fitneſs of the preſent time for | 

the agitation of the queſtion, the conduct of the Bri. 

tiſh government is, in that inſtance, conſiſtent : hav- 
ing induſtriouſly and effectually promoted religious 
jealouſies and diviſions, and excited a factitious ſpirit 
of loyalty, they are determined to avail themſelves of 
the deluſion while it ſtill exiſts, and by ſeizing on 
the een which domeſtic diſſenſion and foreign 
'c St abs OS weakneſs 
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weakneſs have conſpired to render favourable, to 
level at once the proud ſtructure of Iriſh indepen- 
dence which the ſpirit and exertions of our Volun- 
teers had erected. But let me intreat you, my coun- 
trymen, to declare your ſentiments in the bold, yet 
moderate, language of men determined to protect 
their rights; and ſhould your juſt and temperate 
remonſtrances be diſregarded, or the hand of 
; power be exerted to enforce ſubmiſſion to a mea- 
{ure pregnant with deſtruction to your country, let 
me conjure you to rally round the ſacred pile, with 
a determined reſolution to protect it, (by every 
conſtitutional means) or periſh beneath its ruins ! ! 
One word upon what the author calls“ falſe notl- 
<« ons of pride, and the contempt with which he 
treats all objections drawn from the independence of 
this kingdom. 1 
If in contemplating the wealth, the. power, * the 
reſources of Great Britain, in recounting the conſe- 
quence in the ſcale of nations, as the envy and pro- 
tectreſs of Europe, the author feels himſelf animat- 
cd by national pride ;—by what authority then does 
haue preſume to deny to the natives of this country, 
| | 1 that laudable propenſity? Is he not content with 
perſevering tyranny to enſlave the bodies, but muſt 
he alſo ſhackle the feelings and affections of Iriſh- 
men! Let him en how he awakens the in- 
5 dignation 
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dignation of a brave, and (as yet) free People, leſt 


the Britiſh government ſhould be convinced, 6 


late, by ſad experience, that the ſpirit. of "m_ 
- dence is not dead, it only flept. 
Let'us nom take a hort view of his dnfwer do ü 


arguments * from national dignity and national 


pride. | 

* Ireland, * fays the author, 4 OPIN 
„ Ireland, has, at this moment, it's commerce in all 
„ parts of the world protected, without expence, 
by the Britiſh navy.“ 
Will the author pretend to aſſert, that Leland 


contributes nothing to the ſupport of the Britiſh 


navy? Are the thouſands of able and experienced 
ſeamen by which her fleets are manned, and who 
have contributed in no ſmall degree · to carry the 
- Britiſh flag triumphant over the world, nothing ? Is 
the ſupply of ſeamen invariably voted in time of 
war by the Iriſh parliament, nothing? Are the 
liberal, nay profuſe penſions granted - upon the 


Triſh, eſtabliſhment, to be raiſed and paid out of 


the national purſe, to the Britiſh admirals, and to 
every branch and connection of the royal fa- 
mily of Great Britain, nothing? But above all, 
is the vaſt excluſiue market which Great Britain 
enjoys in this country for all her manufactures, a 


market more valuable than any other Europe could 
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refuſed to march out of the city of Dublin. 
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afford, and of ſuch extent, as to reach ev en the moſt 
miſerable hovel, in the moſt inacceſſible part of the 
kingdom, nothing ? I will venture to aſſert, that the 
Contribution of Ireland in the manner 1 have menti- 
oned towards the expence of the Britiſh navy, is 


more - than adequate to any PEI. ſhe has ever 
received. > 
Her ape for the 3 (continues the au- 


thor) © are chiefly raiſed by the Britiſh miniſter in 


England, on the faith of the Britiſh parliament.” 
That in that independence annexed to property, 
Ireland is not equal to Great Britain, I am willing 
to admit; but I truſt ſhe vill prove herſelf n 


independent in ſpirit. 


« Her country is protected from Fes a 
< foreign enemies, by 40,000 Britiſh troops, at the 
“ expence to Great Britain, of £700,000 a. -year,” 

If GreatBritain has thought proper to ſend a vaſt. 
military force into this country, to anſwer ſome 
ſecret purpoſe, and without any benefit to Ireland, 
tis fit that Great Britain alone ſhould bear the e- 
pence ; and it is in the recollection of every man, 


that the late rebellion was ſuppreſſed before. the ar- 


rival of the troops alluded to—and indeed little pro- 
tection could be expected from them when one of 
their fineſt and moſt numerous regiments, it is ſaid, 
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lt might be concluded from the arguments above 
cited, that the retaining Ireland as a part of her 
empire; is not an object to Great Britain: if it is 
not, why does ſhe interfere with our conſtitution, 
for the avowed purpoſe of binding us more cloſely 
to her ?—if it is, why are we told of a pitiful ex- 
pence” incurred in our protection, which is repaid 
tenfold by the advantages ſhe derives from us ? 
Having thus conſidered the moſt prominent ar- 
guments adduced by the pamphlet, in favour of a 
Union, I freely admit that the adoption of ſome-of 
the meaſures recommended by the author, particu» 
larly a modification of tithes, and a permanent 
eſtabliſhment for the Roman Catholic clergy, would 
be highly beneficial to this country; but I ſee no 
_ neceſſity for clogging them with a Union. 
The author having manifeſted a wiſh to meliorate 
the condition of this country, and at the ſame time 
to benefit the empire at large, and it being my ear- 
neſt deſire to accompliſh the ſame ends, however 
we may differ as to the means, I beg leave, before I 
conclude, to ſuggeſt a plan, which I dare ſay will 
meet his approbation.——By the abolition of the 
ſlave trade, and the conſequent emancipation of the 
negroes, the trade and property of Great Britain 
will be much injured ; and the diſcovery of a re- 
medy for the evil muſt be highly beneficial to the 
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-  tigue, and have this peculiar advantage . above the 


the Union.——l merely ſubmit this hint to the 
5 author of the pamphlet, not doubting but that his 
talents and patriotiſm will improve upon it! 
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85 ſtate: it ſtrikes me that the natives of this country 
may be conſidered by the author as worthy to ſupply: 


the place of the negroes; they are in general 
ſtronger, more tractable, and full as patient of fa- 


negroes, that they can labour inceſſantly upon the 


2 cheapeſt | of all food—potatoes and water. ;—the ſub- 


ſtitution of them therefore in the ſtead of the ne- 


groes is much to be deſired, and a propoſition to 


that effect might, wich much propriety. accompany. | 


